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The four over-arching themes below articulate ‘advanced’ practice.  To help you identify your journey towards this level of practice, you can tick those skills under each theme to help you benchmark competence and developmental requirements.

	
	Do you feel you require additional support with the following?
	
	

	1
	Leadership
	Yes 
	No

	a
	Identifying the need for change, leading innovation and managing change, 

including service development.
	
	

	b
	Developing a case for change
	
	

	c
	Negotiation and influencing skills
	
	

	d
	Networking
	
	

	2
	Teaching Coaching and Mentoring
	
	

	a
	Principles of teaching and learning
	
	

	b
	Supporting others to develop knowledge and skills
	
	

	c
	Promotion of  a learning/creation of learning environment
	
	

	d
	Patient teaching and information giving
	
	

	e
	Developing patient education materials
	
	

	f
	Advanced Values Base knowledge
	
	

	3
	Research
	
	

	a
	Ability to access research/use information systems
	
	

	b
	Critical appraisal/evaluation skills
	
	

	c
	Involvement in research/audit
	
	

	d
	Ability to implement research findings into practice- including the development of policies/protocols and guidelines.
	
	

	e
	Conference presentations
	
	

	f
	Publications
	
	

	4
	Advanced clinical practice
	
	

	a
	Decision making/clinical judgement and problem solving
	
	

	b
	Critical thinking and analytical skills incorporating critical reflection
	
	

	c
	Managing complexity
	
	

	d
	Clinical Governance
	
	

	e
	Equality & Diversity
	
	

	f
	Ethical decision-making
	
	

	g
	Assessment, diagnosis referral and discharge
	
	

	h
	Achievement of NMC & HPC draft competencies
	
	

	i
	Developing higher levels of autonomy
	
	

	j
	Assessing and managing risk
	
	

	k
	Prescribing
	
	

	l
	Developing confidence
	
	

	m
	Developing therapeutic care to improve patient outcomes
	
	

	n
	Higher level communication skills
	
	

	o
	Patient Focus/Public Involvement
	
	


How can the ACA help?

Becoming an ACA member                            Attending ACA annual national educational events

Getting involved in local Branches                 Apply for ACA awards
Standing for Executive Committee election

Advanced Practice Themes - from NES (2007)

NHS Education for Scotland (2007) Advanced Practice Succession Planning Pathway’ accessed at: http://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/nursing/ 
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